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1
what unexpected even in this form of arrangement.   But

BO far as the occasional Alexandrine is concerned, it is not
a hyperbole, to nay that a number, out of all proportion, of
the best linos in English poetry may be found in the clos-
ing verses of the Spenserian stave as used by Spenser him-
self, by Shelley, and by the present Laureate, and in the
occasional Alexandrines of Dry den. The only thing to
be Haul against this latter use is, that it demands a very
skilful ear and hand to adjust the cadence. So much for
tins Alexandrine.

For the triplet I must confess myself to be entirely
without affection. Except in tho very rare cases when its
contents eomo in, in point of sense, as a kind of paren-
thesis or aside, it seems to me to spoil the metre, if any-
thing could spoil Dry don's verse. That there was some
doubt about it even in the minds of those who used it,
may be inferred from the care they generally took to ac-
company it in print with the bracket indicator, as if to
invite the eye to break it gently to the ear. So strong
was Dry den's verso, BO well able to subdue all forms to
its own measure, that in him it mattered but little; in his
followers its drawbacks at once appeared.

A. few personal details not already alluded to remain as
to Dryden'n life at this time. To this period belongs the
Htwontl and only other considerable series of his letters.
They are addressed to Mrs. Steward, a cousin of his,
though of a much younger generation. Mrs, Steward was
the daughter of Mrs* Greed, tho already-mentioned inde-
fatigable decorator of Northamptonshire churches and
hatlM, ami she hewelf was given to the arts of painting and
poetry. She had married Mr. Klmes Steward, a mighty
HportHinan, whose house at Ootterstock still exists by the
roadtt&do from Oundle to Peterborough. The correspond-tre, there
